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Call
745-4240

For more information or to 
schedule an entry

Saturday, November 27
4:00 p.m. • Bayboro

Call
745-4240

305 Hodges St. • on the Harbor • Oriental
249-1797 • 800-249-SAIL • HOURS: 9-5 Daily
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There was good money as a 
production worker in the Las 
Vegas entertainment industry, 
but land-locked Las Vegas 
couldn’t hold the Carns fam-
ily.

Besides, it was no place 
to raise children, Steve 
Carns said as the family 
prepared to cast off from the 
Oriental docks and continue 
a trip south in their recently 
launched Westsail 32.

The Carns had done some 
sailing on small boats and he 
bought a sailboat to use on a 
lake near his home, a move 
that only led him to want 
more of a life at sea.

Carns and his wife Vanessa 
shrugged aside misgivings, 
sold their Las Vegas home 
and ... but let Steve tell it.

“The cost of living in Las 
Vegas was beginning to 
skyrocket anyway, while my 
wages remained the same,” 
he writes on the family online 
journey of their adventure, 
www.nereus32.com.

“We have little to gain by 
staying, everything to gain by 
leaving. It is time to go.

“So we prepare. Perhaps 
blindly. But, it seems right 
- the thing to do right here, 
right now. While the pres-

sure now is high, I feel, deep 
inside, that this will be one of 
the best things we have ever 
done . . . or a complete and 
total disaster.

“Either way, it is worth the 
risk. How will we know if we 
don’t try?”

The family bought the 
1973 Westsail in August 1999. 
Before putting it in the water 
in Chicago in 2003, Steve 
rewired, rerigged and refur-
bished the boat, a project that 
was still ongoing in Oriental.

He also took time to update 
his web site, carrying his 
Apple iBook outside until he 
found a connection with the 
wireless Pinelink network.

Once they reach Florida 
he plans to haul Nereus 
and finish some of the work 
on the boat before deciding 
where they will cruise from 
there.
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Docksiders
Tony Tharp

TONY THARP / Pamlico News Staff

Vanessa and Steve Carns, with their daughter, Sidonia, 
aboard their Westsail 32, Nereus, at the Oriental harbor. 
The family, along with Jeanie the cat, was enroute from 
MIchigan to Florida.

TONY THARP / Pamlico News Staff

Vanessa Carns watches her husband, Steve, secure their 
dingy before pulling out of the Oriental harbor Friday to 
continue their trip south. With stormy weather in the fore-
cast, Steve Carns said he didn’t know whether the family 
would go offshore or stay with the ICW for their group’s 
next extended stop, which is planned for Charleston, S.C.

Fire Continued from Page 1
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Soaring flames cast an orange light over the scene of an early 
morning fire Monday at the Teach’s Cove Condominiums. 
Fire fighters were able to protect a second structure which 
suffered little, if any, damage. Thousands of gallons of 
water were sprayed on the blaze that was battled by volun-
teer firefighters from throughout the county.
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